December g — Second Sunday of Advent

Second Sun(lny in Advent

In our chaos,
oh, let us hear once again
the Baptist crying out to us:
"Prepare the way, make straight the paths.
Every valley filled and hills made low.
All flesh shall see the salvation
of God."

God of constant newness,
carve fresh roads into our wilderness.
Let our whole life point
to Jesus.

He has been born here,
is with us now,
turning our deserts

into gardens. K
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A WAKE-UP CALL

Advent is the Church's world-wide retreat in
preparation for The Birth. It now begins its
second week. This is the quiet time, the greatest
contrast with our culture's turbulent consumer-
bonanza.

Will you let Him be born in you this year, a
little more than in the past? Are you willing to let
your insides stretch wider than ever before and
so make room? Will you let God's depths be a
deep part of your soul this Advent? This is the
meaning of Advent.

"Prepare the way of the Lord™ inside
yourself. Rely on the tender care of God and of
His mother. Allow them to help you this Advent
SeasoNn. (Reflections from Fr. John Foley)

PRAYER SERVICES

7:45 AM Morning Prayer
7:45 AM Morning Prayer

Wed., Dec. 12
Fri., Dec. 14

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat., Dec. 8 4 PM Joe Lunsford
Sun., Dec. 9 10 AM Dana Simon
Montgomery
Sat., Dec. 15 4 PM Harold & Virginia
Reisman

Sun., Dec. 16 10 AM Pat Hermesch

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday — December 15 at 4:00 PM
Greeters: Mike and Cathy Wagner
Brian and Karen Horan
Servers: Kayla Simon, Sam Simon
Cantors: Joe Wagner, Sarah Wenning
Lectors: Elizabeth Hermesch, Amanda Sutton
Euch. Ministers: Terry Harmeyer, Gene Moorman
Jane Pictor, Judy Steuri

Sunday — December 16 at 10:00 AM
Greeters: Jeff and Cindy Weisenbach - back
David and Jenny Hardesty - back
Nick and Jenny Simon - side
Servers: Connor Toops, Seth Weisenbach
Cantor: Scott Simon
Lectors: Doug Stier, Cindy Weisenbach
Euch. Ministers: Katie Spreckelson, Amanda Schutte
John Muckerheide, Rita Kress

PARISH SUPPORT

Adult Envelopes $3875.00
Children’s Envelopes $ 10.77
Loose Collection $ 406.00
Total Regular Collection $4291.77

$3,335.00 needed weekly to meet budget.
Special Collections $505.00
+ Capital Improvement - $505.00
THANK YOU!

“The world offers you comfort. You were not made for
comfort. You were made for greatness.*
~ Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI



SANCTUARY LIGHT - The sanctuary light will
burn December 9-16 for Joseph Alan Spreckelson.

BAPTIZED IN_ CHRIST - Congratulations to
Liam Joseph Walter, the son of Alex and Janine
Walter, who was baptized on Saturday, December
2. May he always know that "God is enough!"

ST. MAURICE/ST. JOHN YOUTH — All junior
and senior high school students are invited to go
Christmas caroling this evening (Dec. 9). Please
meet in front of church at 3:00 PM.

THANK YOU — To the ladies of the Mary and
Martha Circle who planned the ladies Christmas
party, we thank you. And to all who attended, we
are grateful. God was truly present among us!
Continue to share your presence with others this
special season when God shared His Son with us.

UNITED CATHOLIC APPEAL — "ALL for the
SAKE of OTHERS." As of today, the amount
pledged to the United Catholic Appeal is $10,740,
which is 85% of our goal. 65 households have
responded thus far, which is 32% of parish
participation. Thank you to all who have responded.
With a little more help, we can meet our goal of
$12,705.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS — Please check the
liturgical ministers list as to when you serve during
the holidays. If you are unable to be present, please
find a substitute, or call the office and we will
contact someone.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Classes for
Preschool through Grade 5 will be Wednesday,
December 12, 6:45 PM. A meal will be served:
Chicken Nuggets.

Classes for Grade 6 through Grade 11 will be
next Sunday, December 16, 8:30 AM. Students will
meet in hall for breakfast and a movie.

OPEN DOOR TOUR - Sunday, December 30,
1:00-5:00 PM, the Batesville Deanery welcomes
you and your loved ones to tour the 19 beautifully
decorated churches of our deanery. Bask in the
sacred spaces dressed in their finest during this
Christmas season and offer a family prayer while
there.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE - You
will find the Christmas and New Year

Mass schedule on the cohort page of
I the bulletin.

FACEBOOK - Did you know that Amy Kinker is
now taking care of our parish Facebook? Thanks,
Amy.

ELECTRONIC BANKING — If and when anyone
wishes to give their collection electronically, ask for
Julie Stephens, Lorrie Gilland, or Janice Simon at
the Napoleon State Bank and they will assist you in
filling out the necessary form. Thank you!

THE LORD'S LAUGHTER — A company hired a
very energetic and ambitious man as the new CEO.
The new boss was determined to rid the company of
all slackers.

Touring the facility, the CEO noticed an idle
young man leaning against a wall. The room was
full of busy workers, and the CEO wanted to let
them know that he meant business.

"You're fired,” the CEO told the young man.
"Pick up your pay and get of out here and don't
come back."

Pleased with himself, the CEO then looked
around the room and asked, "Does anyone want to
tell me what that goofball did here?"

From across the room a voice said, "He was the

pizza-delivery man from Domino’s.” (via Risa Samra,
Saginaw, MI)

V SUNDAY REFLECTION *’q
Today's Gospel has a date %9 ay(/@

stamp on it. The 15th year of

Tiberius Caesar's reign began Ov

in 29 C.E. Since we mark time

from Jesus' birth, both John

and Jesus were just turning mms

30 and ready to begin their ministries. John

was the herald in the desert and his mission

was to announce Jesus. Using the 800-year-old

words of the prophet Isaiah: ""Prepare the way

of the Lord."

Those ancient words from Isaiah still speak
to us today as we prepare the way of the Lord
through the season of Advent. Once again on
Christmas Eve, we welcome the newborn King

E into our hearts and lives. ﬂ




